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Billinge Chapel End Parish Council Meeting

Minutes of the Billinge Chapel End Parish Full Council Meeting 
Held on Monday 20th April 2026 at 7:30pm 
at The Public Hall, 216 Main Street, Billinge, WN5 7PE.

Present Malcom Webster (Vice Chair Acting Chair), Cllr Bill Bradbury, Cllr Bill Bates,
Cllr Jeremey Barnes, Cllr Colin Betts, Cllr S Rahman, Cllr F Gill
Karen Newton - Clerk 
1 Resident

1. Apologies for absence 
Apologies received
Cllr S Jennings – Health 
Resolution: Apologies were accepted, proposed by Cllr B. Bates and seconded by Bill Bradbury.

1. Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
No declarations of interest were made, and no requests for dispensations were received.

1. Minutes
Resolved: That the minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on Monday 16th March 2026 be approved as a true and accurate record.
Proposed by: Councillor Bill Bates, Seconded by: Councillor Bill Bradbury.

1. Public Participation
1) Billinge Medical Centre Update
On Monday evening, a pre-meeting was held with Colin, Sue Murphy, Erika, and several PPG leaders. This group was formed as a small campaign team to gain clarity on the future of the medical centre.
Key points discussed:
· Birchley Hall option:
A new build at Birchley Hall had previously been recommended and appeared to be a strong option. Chris Jones has been very proactive in supporting this proposal. However, it would require council funding. 
· Shift in PPG position:
At the recent PPG meeting, members indicated a move away from the Birchley Hall proposal. Instead, they are now exploring the possibility of a new build on council-owned land and have requested additional time to assess this option. 
· Eddleston Centre option:
This remains under consideration, offering a peppercorn rent and a long-term lease with minimal restrictions. 
Current situation:
· No final decisions have been made. 
· There are still many unknowns. 
· The PPG is continuing to advocate for the Birchley Hall option. 
· A new-build alternative would likely require temporary relocation during construction. 
Next steps:
All parties are being encouraged to remain proactive while further information is gathered and options are evaluated.
Action: The Clerk to liaise with the PPG in relation to drafting and sending out letters as required.
2) Ernie Benbow MBE - delivered a 30-minute awareness talk on prostate cancer, followed by a question-and-answer session.
He explained that he was diagnosed with prostate cancer in March last year and underwent treatment at the Clatterbridge Cancer Centre. Drawing on his personal experience, he highlighted the importance of early detection and encouraged men of appropriate age to speak to their GP about PSA testing.
Mr Benbow outlined that prostate cancer is the most common cancer affecting men in the UK, yet many remain reluctant to seek advice or discuss symptoms. His presentation covered early warning signs, risk factors, and the importance of family conversations in encouraging testing.
He also shared his professional background in the NHS, charity sector, and education, and noted his ongoing work raising awareness across the local area. Feedback from previous talks has been very positive, with attendees reporting increased willingness to discuss testing with family members.
The Council noted that the session was informative, well received, and aimed at improving awareness of men’s health and early diagnosis.
5.  Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR)
The Council considered Section 1 (Annual Governance Statement) and Section 2 (Accounting Statements) of the AGAR for the financial year 2025–2026.
It was RESOLVED that Section 1 be approved as a true and accurate statement of governance arrangements.
It was RESOLVED that Section 2 be approved as a true and accurate record of the Council’s accounting statements for the year.
It was further RESOLVED to approve the Public Notice for the exercise of public rights in accordance with statutory requirements.
6.  Fixed Assets 25–26
The Fixed Asset Register for 2025–2026 was reviewed. Members considered additions, disposals, and amendments to ensure accuracy and completeness.
It was RESOLVED to approve the Fixed Asset Register for inclusion in the 2025–2026 AGAR.
7.  Donation to St Aidan’s Food Pantry
Members considered a request to support St Aidan’s Food Pantry in light of increased local demand and reported shortages, noting potential availability of funds from savings arising from uncontested parish council elections.
It was RESOLVED to allocate a donation of £400.00 to St Aidan’s Food Pantry, funded from identified the Chairs allowance savings. 
8.  Finance & Governance
8.1 Payment /Receipt Schedule March 2026
It was RESOLVED to approve the Payment Schedule for March 2026.
8.2 Bank Reconciliations March 2026
It was RESOLVED to approve the bank reconciliations for March 2026.
8.3 Publications over £100
Members noted the publication of items over £100 for March 2026 on the Parish Council website.
9. Budget Monitoring Report (31 March 2026)
The Council received the Budget Monitoring Report for the year ending 31 March 2026.
Members noted the overall surplus position of £9,383.39. The report was accepted without amendment.
10. Planning Applications
The following planning applications were considered:
· P/2026/0154/HHFP – 6 Garswood Road, Billinge: No objections were raised. 
· P/2026/0156/HHFP – 7 Wells Avenue, Billinge: No objections were raised. 
· P/2026/0163/FUL – Billinge Library, 51 Main Street: Members supported the application in principle, noting the proposed redevelopment of a vacant building. 
· P/2026/0168/HHFP – 64 Ashfield Crescent, Billinge: No objections were raised. 
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk submit the Council’s responses to the Local Planning Authority.
11. Fire Safety Training
Members noted that fire safety training had been completed by the Clerk and two members of staff of Appleton Parish Council. The training was reported as very well received.

12. Public Hall Reading Room
The Council received an update regarding the Public Hall Reading Room. Members noted progress and ongoing matters for attention. Further updates will be brought to a future meeting.
13. Reports from Parish Council Representatives
Reports were received from representatives on committees, working groups, members noted the updates provided.
14. Reports and Correspondence (Information Only)
The Police update was received and noted.
15. Date and Time of Next Meeting(s)
It was confirmed that the next meeting will be held on Monday 18th May 2026 at 7:00pm.


Signed:                                                                                                             Date 


Press and public are welcome to attend.
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